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and France (as it is now plain that certain people wished)
with no other condition than that Poland should be
represented. In that case Germany would have taken
part, and the discussions would have begun. Far from
having to order his motorised divisions and air squadrons
to withdraw to his own side of the Polish-German frontier,
Hitler would have made use of their success to insist on
the full consent of the Polish representative, and the
resigned agreement of Mr. Chamberlain and M. Daladier
to the " Proposal for settling the problem of Dantzig
and the Corridor as well as the Polish-German question of
minorities," that is, to the ultimatum which, during the
night of August 3ist-September ist, he had made known
to the world as the last word of his generosity towards the
Polish people* This was, it must be remembered, a bare
few hours before : " Without any declaration of war, the
German army crossed the frontier, and the German air
force began to bomb the Polish aerodromes and lines of
communication.1'
There would have been no choice. Take it or leave it.
Caught in the snare of a second Munich, hopelessly at sea,
Colonel Beck, Mr. Chamberlain and M. Daladier would,
perhaps, end by capitulating. That, at any rate, would
be something gained. Then it would only remain to
persuade Stalin to delay the partition agreed upon in the
treaty of August 23rd. Alternatively, Poland could be
allowed to shift for herself with Russia, while the Germans
installed themselves in the territories made over to them.
They could be relied upon to round them off nicely later,
as they had done in Czecho-Slovakia. (2) The other
possibility was that there would occur what actually did
occur. France and England would not reject the notion
of a conference out of hand. They would pay the Duce
the compliment of agreeing in principle, even if their
experts scented trickery and made conditions which Hitler
was resolved to set aside. In that event the machinery
of the offer would work in such a way that the breakdown